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expecting the action until the next year, when this Parlia-
ment would by law come to an end.

Fielding, however, was in the secret.   Immediately after
the dissolution, he issued anonymously an electioneering
pamphlet of nearly a hundred pages,* entitled "A Dia-
logue between a Gentleman of London, Agent for two Court
Candidates, and an Honest Alderman of the Country Party,
Wherein the Grievances under which the Nation at present
groans are fairly and impartially laid open and considered.
Earnestly address'd to the Electors of Great-Britain,"   It
is a very adroitly constructed Socratic dialogue, the only
one of length we have from Fielding, in which the Gentle-
man representing the Government wins over an Alderman
who, though professing to be a Republican (that is, a fol-
lower of Harrington, the author of "Oceana," who would
substitute a republic or commonwealth for the monarchy),
is at heart a Jacobite masquerading under abstract political
theories.   The candidates whom the Alderman promises
to vote for are Sir Thomas Leadenhead and Mr. Toastum,
of whom the former is a Jacobite belonging to that cowardly
class of men who "prudently refrained from drawing their
swords; but ... gloriously and openly .  .  , draw their
corks in the Pretender's favour"; and the latter Is a dis-
contented Whig, "who hath joined with this Jacobite, and
would join with the Devil himself, to work hinwolf into
employment, which he despairs of being let into under the
present Administration/'   Against these candidates* who
know nothing of public affairs are set "two worthy gentle-
men, Sir John Protestant, and Mr. English/1 whoae names
promise well for their character.   Making the Gentleman
of London his mouthpiece, Fielding defends almost every
phase of the Government's policy, foreign and domestic-
net only what the Government has done but what it intends
to do.   Occasionally he lets slip a humorous sentence, as
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58soon altered to "The Present History of Great Britain." Thus "A Corn-
